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parents I am told, but of their own insistent desire. During stu-
dent days you are expected not to dissipate energy but to con-
serve it. I observe that over 50 per cent of you are married. If
you will make the best of a bad job, you will in spite of your
marriage put a severe restraint upon your passions and lead
whilst you are prosecuting your studies a life of pure brahma-
charya. And you will find that at the end of your studies you
are all the better for that restraint, physically, mentally, and
spiritually. Do not by any means consider t&at I am presenting
to you something that is utterly impossible of execution. The
cult of those, who, though they may be married, are exercising
perfect self-restraint on themselves, is increasing with much
profit to themselves and to the general benefit of mankind. To
those who are unmarried I would appeal to resist temptation.
After all we are a slave nation struggling to break asunder the
fetters that keep us in that condition. Surely you at least should
realize the sinfulness of bringing slave children into the world.
Many young men from various colleges, not excluding your own,
write to me pathetic letters asking me to tell them how they
can get rid of their mental weakness. I have suggested to them
the age old prescription. They will no longer feel helpless if
they will seek the help of God through all their weakness. The
same friend that told me about the marriage evil also com-
plained to me that students were guilty of involving their
parents in extravagant expenditure on marriage ceremonies.
Surely marriage, you ought to know, is a sacrament and ought
not to carry any expenditure with it. If those who have money
will not curb the desire to spend it on feasting and revelry, the
poor people will want to copy them and incur debts in doing so.
You will, if you are brave, rise in revolt against any extravagant
expenditure when you are ready to be married."
Coming to the subject'of khadi Gandhiji said he was not
ashamed to be called khadi-m&d, and those who invited him to
address them must be prepared to listen to his message of mad-
ness. As he was coming over, he was shown from a distance the
hostels which they were occupying. They looked like palaces to
him. If the students were not selfish they would wish every son
and daughter of India to live even as they were living. But they
knew full well that such a thing was impossible of fulfilment for
many a generation yet to come in a country which was known